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RKMAUKS 

Claims 51-G9 arc prcsenlcd for exfimmatjoii in Ihc instant application. The Rxaniincr has 
rcjcctca cldinis 54-09, 51 and 52 under 35 U.S.C. 112, rirst paragraph. Additionally, claims 51^ 
60 have hccn lejccted under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being allegedly unpatentable over Lidow 
(2002/0194057). Claims 54, 56. 58. 62, 64, and 66 have been amended lo overcome potential 
issues rniscd by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paraeraph. The Applicants submit thnt 
tlic cuncrulmcnls to claims 54, 56, 58, 62, 64, <ind 66 arc proper because tbcy place the 
application in bcLlcr fori)) for Appeal. No new matter has been entered in tin's amendment. 

Claims 54-69, 51 and 52 hove bcc^n rejected under 35 US.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
allegedly failing to comply with llie written description requirement. Claims 54, 56, 58, 62, 64, 
and 66 have been airtcnded in a non-narrowing manner to belter clarify that whicli is regarded as 
iUo invention. Specifically, the Examiner slates that, with respect to claims 54 and 62, that Ihc 
Applicants' disclosure docs not recite receiving supplier capability slalements by enterprise sites 
and foi-WMrding the supplier capability statcmcnt.s by the sites. I'hc Applicants have accordingly 
amended claims 54 and 62 lo recite "aggregating demand received at a server of the enterprise, 
from a ^roup at each of the enterprise sites assochued with the enterprise, the demand 
eonii>iising materials ro<]uircments common to t/w f>ronp...roodyh\g supplier capability 
stutomenls over the network, the supplier capability statements received by the group al each of 
the enJeiprisc sites from corresponding suppliers in response to the transmilling." Support for 
these amcn<Imenls may be found throughout the specification and drawings, and in particular, io 
page 1 K lines 23-26 which states **[t]hc unconstrained forecast represents an aggregated demand 
or p/ojeeic<l forecast receiver/ /row a particular group }v/nc/t may be scattered among a 
plurality of enterprise site locations:' Support may also be found on page 12, lines 1-3 which 
states Hint tlic tuiconslraincd forecast is "aggregated atid provided to each supplier at the bushiess 
enlorpriso group level to which each supijlier will respond with a supply capability st;itemcnt" 
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iuid oil pngc 12, lines 14-1 6 which stales tliat ''suppliers provide Iheir supply capability responses 
Ibr (lie unconslrainc{l fol-cc^lst to the origiitating group via the web." 

The Bxaniincr cilso slntcs with respect to claims 54 and 62, that the Applicants' disclosure 
docs not show ij constrained rorcca,5t is genen-iletl which is "specific lo each of tlic enterprise 
sites". 'I'hc n.xamincr then states that the spccincalion contemplates a forecast .specific to a 
S;i'onp that tnay be distributed over several sites. The Applicants have amended claims 54 and 62 
to recite *'£cncraling a constrained forecast; and transmitting the constrained forecasts to 
siipplici s at the enterprise site level over the jictwork/* Support for this amendment may be 
found throughout the specification and drawings, and in particular, on page 9, lines 4-S which 
states "[rjcsponses received by these suppliers are further exploited by server 120 resulting in the 
generation of iv conslrahied forecast which is transniiited to suppliers ai the indivuiual site lever 
and on page 12, lines 1 4-1 6, whicli states "suppliers provide their supply capability responses for 
the unconstrained forecast lo the originating group via tlic web," 

Accortlingly, because the features recited in amended claims 54 and 62 recite limiUitions 
that are fully supported by the specification and drawings, the Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 

With respect to claims 56 and 64, the Examiner slates that the Applicants' disclosure 
docs not provide support for the liniilation "exploding the aggregated demnnd into lime-bucketed 
matcrialfi requirements/?;* each enterprise site,'" The Examiner then states that the disclosure 
sliows that ''the unconstrained forecast is made for the group as a whole"" (Final Office Action 
dnlcd June 1 7, 2005, page 3). The AppHcanls have anicndcd claims 56 and 64 in accordance 
with the Examiner's comments to recite "exploding the aggregated demand into timc-bucketed 
mtitci ials requirements at it group level'* Support may be found throughout the specification 
and drawings, and in particular, on page 11, lines 23-26, which states "[t]he unconstrained 
forecast represents an aggregated demand or projectctl forecast received from a particular group 
which may scattered among a plurality of entcrimsc site locations" and also on page 12, lines 7- 
10, which stales **[a]n unconstrained forecast includes the aggregated customer demand exploded 
into limc-'buckclcd materials requirements/' 

Accordingly, because the features recited in amended claims 56 and 64 recite limitations 
dial are fully supported by the spccificalion and drawings, the Applicants respectfully request 
rccon^iidcration and withdrawal of Ihcrcjcciionrf under 35 U.S.C. 112. 
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With respect to cininis 58 iuid 66, tlio Rxamijicr states that the Applicants disclosure does 
not [)rovidc5 ihcil (he supply culpability slatcmcnls include the greatest aniouut of material each 
supplier can jnakc availnl-)le Tor corresponding enterprise sites. The AppHcants have amended 
clainl^^ 58 and 66 to recite ''the supplier capability statements include a gi catest amount of 
nialcrials each of llic suppliers is ablo to make available to thei^tONp'' Support may be found 
throiifihout the specification and Iho drawings, and in pariioular. on page 12, lines 14-19. 

Accordingly, because the features recited in amended claims 58 and 66 recite liinitation.s 
that arc fully supporter! by the specification and drawings, the Applicants respectfully request 
rcconsidcralioji and withdrawal of the rejections under 35 U.S.C, 1 12. 

Claim$ 51, 52. 55, 57, and 59-61 depend from claim 54. Claiins 63, 65, and 67-69 
depciul from claim 62. Claims 51 , 52, 55, S7, 69-61, 63, 65, and 67^69 were rejected due to their 
dependencies on claims 54 and 62. The Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and 
wilhclrawal of (he rejections of claims 51, 52, and 54-69 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragrajDh. 



12 

YOR97.001 0274US I / 131^0004 

PAGE 14/15 * RCVD AT 9/712005 3:34:51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:8602860115 * DURATION (mm-ss):fl4-16 



• ^SEP-07-2005 MED 03:50 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602860115 



P. 15/15 



Coiicliision 



U is believed that the forcfioing amcndmcnls nnd remarks fully comply wUli the Office 



Actinn and tluU cU)inis 51-69 lire in condilion for allowance. Accordingly, reconsideration and 
allowance is rcspcclfiilly rcqacslcd. In the event the Examiner has any qucslions regarding this 
Amendment, Applicants' attorneys respectfully request the coiutcsy of a telephone conference. 

In the event lliat there arc any culdilional fce^i with respect to this Amendment, 
Applicants' allorncys rcsi)ectfuny request that such fees be withdrawn from Deposit Account 
No. 50-0510. 



Respectfully submittcdj 



ROBERTO AYALA ET AT.. 



CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



Applicants' Attorneys 




Marisa J, Dubuc ( 
Registration No. 46,673 
Confirniation No. 2135 
Customer No. 48915 



]):ilc: September 7, 2005 

Address: 55 GrifXin Road Soulh> Bloom ncld, CT 06002 
Telcphojie No: (860) 286-2929 
Fax No: (860)286^0115 
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